
2017 Graduation Procedures  

Desert Vista Storm Report 

 

 

Important Dates for 

Seniors:   

 

 April 22, 8:30 pm -11:30 pm,    
Prom 

 May 11 & 12, Senior Finals  

 May 14, 6:00 pm,                 
Baccalaureate, Auditorium 

 May 15, 8:30 am, mandatory 
graduation meeting, Auditorium 

 May 15, 7:00 pm, Senior 
Awards Night, Auditorium 

 May 18, 7:45 am, mandatory 
graduation practice  

 May 18, Senior Breakfast 
after mandatory graduation 
practice, cafeteria 

 May 18, 7:00 pm,       Gradu-
ation, Stadium    (Graduates to 
arrive no later than 6:15 pm) 

 

Reminders: 

    Immunization update: Tdap 
(pertussis/diptheria & tetanus) 
and meningitis are now required 
for all Freshmen, Sophomores 
and Juniors, and are due.  Men-
ingitis is also required by most 
colleges.  Please see Nurse Ken-
nedy if you have questions. 

    Don’t forget to pre-order your 
yearbook in the bookstore!  Cost 
is $75 until May 1,and goes up to 
$85 on May 2.  

   When calling into DV please 
Dial “9” before entering  your 
party’s four-digit extension. 

 

April/May 

      2017 

If your son or daughter will be 

graduating this spring, it is  

important you are aware that 

he/she must have the required 

23 credits and remain in four 

credit-bearing classes through-

out the school year in order to 

participate in the graduation 

ceremony.  If you have any 

questions or concerns about 

your child’s status, please    

contact his/her counselor at      

480-706-7900. 

Academic requirements (i.e. 

correspondence, online or al-

ternative school credit) must be 

completed by May 4, 2017.  All 

debts must be cleared with the 

Bookstore by May 16, 2017.   

In an effort to create a dignified 

and expedient ceremony, the 

following are acceptable attire 

and appropriate behavior.  

Please discuss these with your 

senior son or daughter. 

 Purses, parcels, packages, 

cameras, cell phones,    

corsages or extraneous 

items (such as but not   

limited to silly string, beach 

balls, golf balls, confetti, 

streamers, balloons, horns, 

or whistles) are NOT    

ALLOWED.    

 Mortarboards are to be 

worn straight; style hair 

accordingly.  No writing, 

decorations or attachments 

of any kind are permitted 

on the mortarboard or the 

graduation gown (except 

the tassel or school-

sanctioned collars). 

 Face Painting (or writ-

ing/marking on any visible  

portion of the face or 

body) and sunglasses are 

prohibited. 

 Shorts, jeans, cargo pants, 

overalls or casual shoes (i.e. 

flip-flops, Birkenstocks, 

slippers or athletic shoes) 

will NOT be permitted. 

 Acceptable attire for  

females includes dress 

slacks, skirts or dresses and 

dress shoes.  Dresses or 

skirts should not be longer 

than the graduation gown.   

 Acceptable attire for males   

includes dress slacks, col-

lared dress shirts (short or 

long-sleeved), dark tie, 

dress socks and shoes. 

Mission:   

Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in academics,  

arts and extra-curricular activities. 

 

Vision: 

We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability, fostering  

responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning. 

DV Mission, Vision and  

     Performance Area Goals 



Dear Desert Vista Parents and Guardians, 

Desert Vista has many amazing students who walk our halls.  Students who attend our high school often exceed the performances of students 

at private schools throughout the nation. Every year, our graduates attend prestigious and highly acclaimed colleges and universities.  Our stu-

dents are pursued because of their dedication to their education, their desire to hone their talents, and their ability to work well with both stu-

dents and adults. This year’s valedictorians are not only the top academic students at Desert Vista High School, they are also member of clubs, 

athletic teams and partnerships outside of school.  These students are respected by their peers and educators, and around the state.  I am proud 

to introduce you to Desert Vista’s 2017 Valedictorians and what they have shared with me. 

Page 2 

Aditya Bollam  

Bobae Johnson 

Aditya Bollam is an active member on campus as well as in the community. For the past four 

years, he enjoyed participating in academic clubs such as Quiz Bowl/Science Bowl, Math Club, 

Science Club, HOSA, and Investment Clubs. Through his interest in math, Aditya has compet-

ed in the American Math Contest, placing in the top 1% in the nation, and reaching the Ameri-

can Invitational Mathematics Examination four times. He also competed as a varsity tennis 

player for the past four years, and this year he is captain. During all of those years, he reached as 

far as the quarter finals in state for doubles. He has enjoyed meeting a wide variety of personali-

ties and learning from his peers after school and on the court through these activities. Addition-

ally, Aditya takes an advanced studies course under the direction of Mr. Boyarsky. He has 

worked with Mr. Boyarsky to teach concepts of mechanics and integrate them in competitive 

projects that the students would complete. Teaching the material has been a great way for Ad-

itya to spread his love of physics and increase interest in the subject. He has extended this inter-

est by starting a club at Altadena Middle School. Aditya wanted to increase awareness and inter-

est of math and science clubs in high school, so he traveled after school to the middle school to 

run an interactive physics program. Also, over the past two summers, Aditya has pursued bioin-

formatic research at the University of California Davis in the Young Scholars Program, and he 

continued his research in bioinformatics the next year at the Translational Genomics and Re-

search Institute (TGen). This was an exciting way for him to apply his skills to real world prob-

lems. Aditya is excited to learn more math and computer science after graduating and can’t wait 

for what lies on the road ahead.  

Bobae Johnson has participated in many activities at Desert Vista. She has been president 

of the Desert Vista Peer Tutoring Organization and is currently president of the National 

Honor Society. She is a member of Rho Kappa and the Spanish Honor Society. Bobae is 

a National Merit Scholarship Finalist and a National AP Scholar. She has been recog-

nized by the National Council of Teachers of English for her writing and was awarded 

the Academic Achievement Award by the Desert Vista Site-Based Council. Bobae is an 

active member of Desert Vista’s outstanding orchestra program, of which she is concert-

master. Outside of school, Bobae has worked with an ASU professor of artificial intelli-

gence. Most recently, they submitted a paper to the 14th International Conference on 

Logic Programming and Non-monotonic Reasoning. Bobae has been concertmaster of 

the Phoenix Youth Symphony for four years and has served as concertmaster for both 

the North Central Regional and Arizona All-State Orchestras. She has had solo debuts 

with the Moscow Ballet, Phoenix Symphony, MusicaNova Orchestra, and Southern Ari-

zona Symphony Orchestra. She has won numerous competitions, including the PYS 

Young Musicians Competition, ASTA State Solo Competition, and Dorothy Vanek Con-

certo Competition. For the past few summers, Bobae has received scholarships to study 

violin at Madeline Island Chamber Music and Le Festival International du Domaine For-

get in Quebec. Bobae spends her weekends volunteering at Harmony Project Phoenix, a 

subprogram of Venezuela’s El Sistema Orchestra, where she is able to teach violin to un-

derprivileged Hispanic students. Through benefit concerts, Bobae has been able to raise 

about $3,000 to support these students’ musical endeavors (most recently for a group of 

50 Guatemalan refugee students). After graduation, Bobae will be attending Harvard. 
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It has been my pleasure to have worked with such esteemed students at Desert Vista High School.  They have exemplified “Excellence through Per-

formance” and they will always be remembered as THUNDER members of Desert Vista High School. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Barela, Principal 

Desert Vista High School 

Alice Wong 

DJ (Dewey) Johnson 

DJ (Dewey) Johnson, V was born and raised in Phoenix, AZ. He is one in a family 

of four siblings and began his school years at Montessori Educare Academy, con-

tinued at Kyrene de la Sierra and Altadena and is now graduating with this great 

honor from Desert Vista High School. He has been blessed to have had many 

wonderful teachers and school administrators such as Mrs. Massar, Ms. Wade and 

Mrs. Schmidt that have encouraged and inspired him along the way.  In addition to 

his academics, DJ has been an active cross country and track distance runner since 

middle school. He has been supported and coached along the years by many amaz-

ing coaches and volunteers such as coaches Smith, Broze, McDonnell, Williams 

and Hanson and earned a varsity letter his sophomore, junior and senior year.  DJ 

has also been involved in many other high school organizations such as NHS, 

NSHS, Rho Kappa, HOSA, and the concert band for two years. These organiza-

tions enabled him to participate in multiple community and volunteer events such 

as Feed My Starving Children, Treasures for Teachers, Salvation Army Christmas 

gift, St. Vincent DePaul, and a mission trip to Honduras.  Since first grade at Sierra, 

DJ has been a member of scouts and after much time, dedication and commitment 

achieved the rank Eagle Scout. His final project was to renovate his original pre-

school, Montessori Educare Academy. His project renovated the playground, im-

proved existing fixtures and equipment and cleaned up the area. DJ plans to pursue 

his undergraduate degree in Chemical/Biochemical Engineering with his interested 

focused on Biopharmaceuticals. His volunteer experiences in Honduras really 

opened his eyes to the world and the needs of those that are so easily overlooked. 

With his degree he plans to expand and connect those less fortunate with sources 

that can help and support their health long term. 

Alice Wong has been involved both in school and around the community during 

her time at Desert Vista. She has been recognized as a National AP Scholar, a Na-

tional Merit Finalist, and a member of the National Honor Society and Science 

National Honor Society. Beyond academics, Alice enjoys many extracurricular ac-

tivities. She has played on the school badminton team for the past four years and 

has been awarded the Joe Selleh Award. Through the Interact Club, she has helped 

organize charity badminton tournaments to raise money for Vitamin Angels. She 

has also actively participated in HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America) 

throughout high school, becoming a national qualifier for Epidemiology and the 

Healthcare Issues Exam and attending International Leadership Conferences in 

Anaheim and Nashville over the summer. This year, she has had the opportunity to 

serve as president for HOSA. Outside of school, Alice has volunteered at the Ari-

zona Science Center and St. Joseph’s Hospital. She is a member of the Ironwood 

Library Teen Council and takes part in planning and organizing events at the li-

brary throughout the year. To broaden her knowledge beyond school, Alice has 

also participated in academic enrichment programs, such as the MIT Women’s 

Technology Program, where she studied electrical engineering and computer sci-

ence. She is thankful for all she has learned at Desert Vista and is looking forward 

to exploring more opportunities to learn and grow in the future  
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Class of 2017 Graduation Information 

April 21, 2017 
 

Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s): 
 

The Administration at Desert Vista High School is very proud of our graduating seniors.  We have had a great 

and successful school year and look forward to the special events planned to culminate the remaining days of 

their high school years.  They are as follows: 
 

Baccalaureate (with cap and gown)   6:00-7:00 P.M.  May 14, DVHS Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium 

Senior Graduation Meeting (mandatory)  8:30-11:30 A.M.  May 15, DVHS Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium 

Awards Ceremony    7:00-8:00 P.M.  May 15, DVHS Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium 

Confirm all debts are cleared   8:30-11:30 A.M.  May 16, DVHS Bookstore 

Final credit check and transcript order  8:30-11:30 A.M.  May 17, DVHS Guidance/Parchment.com 

Graduation Practice (mandatory)   7:45-9:30 A.M.  May 18, DVHS Assigned Classroom/Stadium 

Senior Breakfast     9:30 A.M.-12:00 P.M. May 18, DVHS Cafeteria 

Graduation Ceremony (arrive 6:15pm)  7:00 P.M.  May 18, DVHS Assigned Classroom/Stadium 
 

Because graduation is a very important time for seniors, their families and teachers, we have planned a dignified ceremony to cele-

brate the occasion.  We are asking our seniors to dress and behave appropriately, as they have all year at Desert Vista High School.  A 

more detailed packet of information will be given to our seniors at the Senior Graduation Meeting on Monday, May 15, 2017, and it 

will be posted on our website. 
 

If you, a member of your family and/or a friend need special assistance with parking and/or seating due to a disability for the gradua-

tion ceremony, please contact Mr. Jim Snow at 480-706-7931 or jsnow@tempeunion.org  to make special arrangements.  We will 

have reserved seating directly below the bleachers on both sides of the stadium for the person needing assistance and one guest. 
 

The seniors will be seated at the center of the stadium field.  The young women will be seated on the west and the young men will be 

seated on the east.  The stadium opens at 6:00pm and the bleachers on both sides of the field will be available for seating for family 

and friends.  During the ceremony, we will have professional photographers capturing the special moments of your graduate.  Infor-

mation on how to purchase these photographs will be included in the packet of information handed out during the Senior Gradua-

tion Meeting.  Upon the completion of the ceremony, family and friends will be able to join their graduate for a time of celebration 

on the stadium field and seniors will be permitted to leave at that time. 
 

If you will be dropping off your senior for the ceremony, please drop him or her off in the student parking lot if your last name be-

gins with A-L and the bus turn around off of Liberty Lane if you last name begins with M-Z.  Please note that drop off will not be 

allowed in the front parking lot off of 32nd Street.  If your student is driving, they are more than welcome to park in the student park-

ing lot.  Thank you in advance for assisting with making this process safe and efficient for our students. 
 

Seniors who have completed all of the Tempe Union High School District’s graduation requirements will be able to participate in the 

graduation ceremony.  Please contact the Guidance Office at 480-706-7944 if you have questions regarding your son or daughter.  

Additionally, it is imperative that your son or daughter pay all past debts at the bookstore before the ceremonies, as not doing so may 

interfere with participation.  Lastly, please continue to motivate your senior to do his/her best these final few days.  We will do the 

same. 
 

We are looking forward to sharing these special events with our students and their families.  Be informed that discipline issues have 

interfered with previous graduates’ participation in the graduation ceremonies.  We must continue to ask for exemplary behavior 

from our student body, including seniors.  If a senior is disciplined and receives off campus suspension, he or she may not participate 

in the ceremonies.  We have much to celebrate because the class of 2017 has had many accomplishments.   We have great hope for 

the future because of what each senior possesses.  We are very proud of all of them and we know that you are proud of them as well. 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Mrs. Christine Barela      Ms. Stacy White-Nielsen    Mr. T.J. Snyder  Mrs. Tomika Banks 

Principal            Assistant Principal     Assistant Principal  Assistant Principal 

mailto:jsnow@tempeunion.org
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AZMerit Reading & Math Test Schedule 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

· 

 

 

Day #1 Test Schedule 

Monday April 17th, 2017 

 

Testing period   8:20-11:20 am (3Hours) 

Lunch/0 Hour  11:20—12:05 pm (45 minutes) 

Period 1  12:10-1:08 pm (58 min) 

Period 2  1:13—2:11 pm (58 min) 

Period 3  2:16—3:14 pm (58 min) 

Day #2 Test Schedule 

Tuesday April 18th, 2017 

 

Testing period   8:20-11:20 am (3Hours) 

Lunch/0 Hour  11:20—12:05 pm (45 minutes) 

Period 4/5 12:10-1:08 pm (58 min) 

Period 6  1:13—2:11 pm (58 min) 

Period 7  2:16—3:14 pm (58 min) 

Day #1 Test Schedule *with Science AIMS 

Thursday April 6th, 2017 

 

Testing period   8:20-11:20 am (3Hours) 

Lunch/0 Hour  11:20—12:05 pm (45 minutes) 

Period 1  12:10-1:08 pm (58 min) 

Period 2  1:13—2:11 pm (58 min) 

Period 3  2:16—3:14 pm (58 min) 

Day #2 Test Schedule 

Friday April 7th, 2017 

 

Testing period   8:20-11:20 am (3Hours) 

Lunch/0 Hour  11:20—12:05 pm (45 minutes) 

Period 4/5 12:10-1:08 pm (58 min) 

Period 6  1:13—2:11 pm (58 min) 

Period 7  2:16—3:14 pm (58 min) 

AZMerit Math Test Schedule 

Monday & Tuesday, April 17th & 18th, 2017 

AZMerit Reading Test Schedule 

Thursday & Friday,  April 6th & 7th, 2017 

Arizona Department of Education Civics Testing Requirements 

Dear Junior Parents/Guardians,  

 

The Arizona legislature has required that all students pass a Civics Exam effective with the class of 2017 

as an added graduation requirement.  

According to the Arizona Department of Education website: “This bill will require students, beginning 

with the graduating class of 2017, to pass a civics test based on the United States Immigration and Nat-

uralization civics questions. Students will be required to score 60% or higher in order to graduate from high school or obtain 

a high school equivalency certificate. As a courtesy, the Arizona Department of Education, with help from the Maricopa 

County Education Service Agency and Arizona educators, developed a mostly multiple choice version of the required test.”  

Junior students at Desert Vista started taking the Civics Exam this semester in their American History class. The first testing 

date was on March 20th, 2017. All current junior students needed to test for a passing score. I encourage you to ask your 

student if they received a passing score when they tested. 

If your student did not pass, they will take the test again in the fall. Study materials are listed below. 

If you have any questions, please contact the guidance counselor of your student.  

Website Links:  

https://www.azed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/civics-test-administration-manual_final.pdf 

https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/see-all-section-items-title/Civics%20Questions%20and%20Answers%20for%20the%
20Naturalization%20Test/55254?destination=node/41140 

https://www.azed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/civics-test-administration-manual_final.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/see-all-section-items-title/Civics%20Questions%20and%20Answers%20for%20the%20Naturalization%20Test/55254?destination=node/41140
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/see-all-section-items-title/Civics%20Questions%20and%20Answers%20for%20the%20Naturalization%20Test/55254?destination=node/41140
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2017 SAT Dates  

Please check registration deadlines and register at:  www.collegeboard.com 

Please register for the ACT at:   www.ACT.org 

Test Date Regular Registration 

Postmark Deadline  

(regular fee) 

Late Registration Period 

(regular fee plus late fee) 

April 8, 2017 March 3, 2017 March 4—24, 2017 

June 10, 2017 May 5, 2017 May 6—19, 2017 

2017 ACT Dates   

Spring is the time for our junior students to take the SAT or ACT tests.  They can sign up for the SAT test at Col-

legeboard.com.   Future test dates are May 6th and June 3rd and Desert Vista High School is a testing site.   To sign up for the 

ACT students need to go to actstudent.org.  The Spring test date is June10th and Corona del Sol High School in Tempe is a 

testing site for the ACT.   Registration must be done approximately a month before the test date. 

The companies that proctor and score the SAT and ACT are being extremely serious about students having IDs on test days.  

In the past if someone had forgotten an ID, they would allow a teacher to vouch for the student, however that is not the case 

anymore.  If a student doesn't have a photo ID, they will not be allowed to test.  IDs that will be accepted are listed below: 

o Driver’s license or state ID 

o School ID 

o Employer ID 

o Passport 

o Military ID 

o Tribal ID 

o Naturalization Card 

 

Please contact your student's guidance counselor if you need assistance.  

Spring is Sign-up Time for Juniors  

Test Date Test Registration Deadline 

May 6, 2017 SAT and SAT Subject 

Tests 

April 7, 2017 

June 3, 2017 SAT and SAT Subject 

Tests 

May 9, 2017 

http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.ACT.org
http://actstudent.org/


Incoming Freshmen, SAVE the DATE!  

 

 

Friday,  August 4, 2017 will be your THUNDER DAY!! 

 

We’ve created a day especially for you ! 
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Summer School 2017    

The Tempe Union High School District summer school program of 2017 will be held ONLY at Marcos de Niza High School.  

Registration brochures and registration forms are available on the TUHSD website. 

 

Session One:  Thursday, May 25 through Tuesday, June 13 

Session Two:  Wednesday, June 14 through Friday, June 30 (note that class on June 13 

    And June 30 will run from 7:30 am to 10:00 am.) 

Time:   7:30 am-12:40 pm  (Please note that the day has been extended due to  

    the overall schedule being one day shorter each semester.  Students will 

    meet requirements for minutes to receive high school credit.) 

Cost:   $175 per session (each session represents one semester/one-half credit).   

    Students who do not attend a TUHSD school will be charged a $25 administrative fee.   

    All TUHSD school Bookstores can accept payment in the form of a check, money order or 

   cash.  Credit cards can not be accepted. 

Bus Information:  Bus passes may be purchased at the time of registration for $35.00 per session. Bus service is 

   available TO and FROM the student’s home school to their selected summer school campus.  

Course Offerings:  Obtain brochure from the TUHSD  website  

CTE Final Assessment Test 

Friday, April 21, 2017 

8:20 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 

Arizona Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs prepare 

students for college and/or the workforce with the academic and 

technical skills needed to compete successfully academically and in 

their career.  Their vision is to ensure a dynamic workforce by 

fully developing every student’s career and academic potential.  

 

All students who are in their final year (second or third year) of 

their CTE program will take the state mandated ADE CTE End 

of Program Fall practice assessment.  The assessment is online 

and measures the technical knowledge and skills students have 

attained in their program  

Career and Technical Education Programs offered at Desert 

Vista High School 

Animation    Business Management  

    Administrative Services 

Bioscience   Digital Communications 

Film & TV   Digital Photography 

Graphics/Web Design  Law & Public Safety 

http://www.tempeunion.org/Page/590
http://www.tempeunion.org/Page/590
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Bookstore Bulletin   

Important items to remember from the Bookstore:   
 
All unpaid debts must be settled at the Bookstore before the end of the school year. 
Seniors MUST BE DEBT-FREE before they will receive their diplomas.  

 Return any first semester books any time. 

 If you haven't ordered your cap and gown for graduation, you can order online 
at www.shop.jostens.com.  If you placed an order....check with Bianca Constante 
in front of Ms. White-Nielsen's office.  ONLY orders PAID IN FULL will be 

available for pick up. No checks will be accepted for Josten’s balances due—
CASH only. 

 Prom is April 22, 2017. 
 

Please note that the Bookstore now accepts VISA, MASTERCARD as well 
as CASH, CHECKS and DEBIT CARDS.  Thank you. 

For seniors and juniors who are interested in buying a parking permit for the 2017-2018 
school year. applications will be available Monday, April 24th. The applications can be accessed 
on the front page of the Desert Vista school website. Students in the class of 2018 can pur-
chase their permits the week of  May 1st and students in the class of 2019 can purchase their 
permits the week of May 8th. 
 
Applicants must have a Driver's License or Graduated Instructional Permit to apply for 
a parking permit.  
 
Parking permit prices: 
 

Car pool parking - $60 
Six (6) car pool spaces are available.  Car pools must have at least three (total) stu-
dents on a daily basis for commuting to school.  Names of car poolers must be indi-
cated on the application. 
Student parking - $100 
Replacement - $40 
Please note that replacement permits are issued per the approval Mrs. Banks, the As-
sistant Principal of Activities. 
 

Seniors and juniors who want to secure a space should do so prior to the school year ending in 
mid-May.  Parking permits tend to sell out quickly. Have a great summer and drive safely!   

2017-18 Student Parking for Seniors and Juniors 

http://www.shop.jostens.com
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Spring 2017 Final Exam Schedule   

Senior Class Final Exams 
ALL STUDENTS WILL FOLLOW THIS SCHEDULE 

ALL SENIORS MUST BE PRESENT TO TAKE THEIR FINAL EXAMS 

Friday, May 12, 2017 

 

Period 0 7:18-8:15 

Period 1  8:20-9:35 (Test) 

Period 2  9:40-10:55 (Test) 

Period 3  11:00-12:15 (Test) 

  Announcements 

Period 4 12:20-1:01 

4th Lunch 12:15-12:56  

Period 5 1:01-1:41 

5th Lunch 1:01 -1:41 

Period 6 1:46-2:26 

Period 7 2:31-3:14 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

 

Period 0 7:18-8:15 

Period 1 8:20-9:00   

Period 2  9:05-9:45 

Period 3  9:50-10:30 

  Announcements 

Period 4 10:35-11:50 (Test) 

4th Lunch 10:30-11:11  

Period 5 11:16-12:31 (Test) 

5th Lunch 11:50-12:31 

Period 6 12:36-1:51 (Test) 

Period 7 1:56-3:14 (Test) 

Grades 9-11 

Final Exam Schedules 

Tuesday, May 16, 2017 

 

Period 0  7:18-8:15 

Period 1  8:20-9:35 

Period 2  9:45-11:00 

Period 3  11:10-12:25 

 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

 

Period 4/5  8:20-9:35 

Period 6  9:45-11:00 

Period 7  11:10-12:25 

Lunch will NOT be served on either exam day.  
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2016-17 Site Base Council 

2016-2017 Council 

 

Christine Barela—Principal 

Tomika Banks—Co-chair and Assistant 

Principal 

Shawna Thue—Co-chair and teacher 

Francios Dastous, Lorena Knox, Jen-

nifer Summers, Janae Barrow, Aman-

da Goe—Teachers 

Angie Kaufman—Classified Staff 

Josh Jolin—Altadena Liaison 

James Martin--Altadena Principal 

Stephanie Phillips—Akimel Principal 

Susan Slavin—Parent 

Sara Mazanec—Parent 

Julia Fischer—Community Member 

Marielle Farmer—Student Body Vice-

President 

Alex Wakefield--TSTDC President 

Natalya Chavira-DVHS Student 

 

The Site Base Council is an elected 

council who meet at 4:00 PM on the 

second Tuesday of each month in the 

Conference Room. 

 

We work closely with the school ad-

ministrators providing guidance and 

input on issues vital to the success of 

the school.  We assess the needs of 

the school and community, determine 

the most pressing needs, and set pri-

orities for action.  While voting mem-

bership is by appointment only, at-

tendance is open to all. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominate a student, 
teacher, staff member, 
parent or community 
volunteer who has gone 
above and beyond in 
their support on behalf 
of DV by clicking on the 
picture above. 

 

The  Library will be open at 7:15 AM each day and close on regular school days at 4 pm.  

 

The facility will close shortly after the final bell on early release days.  

 

Usage during school hours will require a teacher-signed pass.  No food or drink (with the 

exception of water) is allowed in the Library or the computer labs.  The Library will be 

open during lunch time for students who need to work on school-related projects and as-

signments.  Any other activities such as playing games or socializing must take place in oth-

er designated areas on campus that remain open during lunch time.   

 

We will continue to adhere to the fire code capacity, and as such, students will be advised 

that if they are not doing school-related work and/or we are at or nearly over capacity, 

they will be asked to leave the Library to make room for students who are waiting to enter 

to do school work.  We thank everyone for their continued support and  understanding.  

 

Please contact Mrs. Tomika Banks if there are any questions about these policies. 

Library Policies 

https://docs.google.com/a/tuhsd.k12.az.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8Ipat-DBiyqbEV5IiGnrNl1xtH_LGoPwSvGrpapZqyQtz8g/viewform?c=0&w=1
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Book Distribution 2017 — Put it on your calendar NOW!   

Book Distribution for the 2017-2018 school year, is just around the corner, so we want to provide a few pointers to 

make it as quick and painless as possible  

 

1. Put it on your calendar so when you are planning your summer vacation we are included! 

 Pick up order is by last name.  Please come on your designated day.   

 July 25 A-C 7:30am-2:00pm 

 July 26 D-G 7:30am-2:00pm 

 July 27 H-L 7:30am-2:00pm 

 July 28 M-P 7:30am-2:00pm 

 July 31 Q-S 7:30am-2:00pm  

 Aug 1  T-Z 7:30am-2:00pm 

 Aug 2  OPEN 3:00pm-7:00pm (if you are unable to come on your designated day) 

 Aug 3 OPEN 3:00pm-7:00pm (if you are unable to come on your designated day) 

 Aug 4 Freshman Orientation – This is NOT a book distribution day 

2. Please be sure your student’s fees from the previous school year are PAID IN FULL.  This will save time 

at  the register.  If you are unsure, send your student by, or call the Bookstore 480-706-7935.  Seniors 

MUST be  clear in order to receive their diploma. 

3. Seniors ONLY will turn their books into the Bookstore prior to graduation. 

4. Under classmen will turn their books into their classroom teachers as they take finals.  We will NOT be 

taking  them in the Bookstore unless you are clearing for withdrawal. 

5. PLEASE BE PATIENT, we will be working as fast as we can.  Do not come if you are pressed for time.  

Plan  on waiting one to two hours. 

6. PROCESS 

a. Start in cafeteria (where it is cool) to pick up your student’s UN-Official schedule 

b. You will be released over to the Bookstore based on the number of families we have at our windows. 

c. You will come to the Bookstore counter, where we will take any fees that may be due.  Get your PE/

Dance/Yoga uniform, pay any Sports activity fees, buy class shirts, etc.. 

d. We will be pulling your student’s text books while you are at the register, so you have a short, or no wait, 

when you get outside to the book pick up table. 

e. Always check your book receipt against the book codes that you receive, to be sure all is correct be-

fore you leave. 

f. If there are any issues (change in schedules, wrong books, etc.) we are happy to deal with those at your 

convenience. 

g. EVERYONE NEEDS TO print their OFFICIAL schedule Sunday before the first day of 

school.  EVERY Student MUST have it with them when they arrive Monday morning.  Freshman 

should bring their Un-Official schedule to Freshman Orientation so they can walk their class route. 

h. ALL students need to bring their OFFICIAL schedule with them on Monday morning, prior to 

going to their first class.  Every class will be assigned a specific location to check in at before they go 

to their first class.  Be sure you student is at school early. 

i. If you have any questions, please give us a call prior! 

 

The Bookstore now accepts Master Card, Visa, Discover as well as cash, 

checks and debit cards. 



Scholarship Web Site  

Guidance Department Website and Facebook page   

Students from Desert Vista High School have the opportunity to apply for many scholarships.   

Click HERE. 

Visit our Guidance Department website offering resources and links to help  

parents, students and staff search for information to help us make the best  

decisions possible for their post-secondary future.  Looking for  information regarding 

scholarship search sites, college entrance exams, college visits to our campus, graduation 

and college entrance exams and AIMS?  You can access the web page from the Desert 

Vista home page.  Click on Guidance Department  web site for more information, and be 

sure to “like” our Desert Vista Counseling Department page on Facebook, as new infor-

mation and opportunities are continually added. Please check Canvas and the DV guidance 

course for important information. 

2017-18 Rio Salado Dual Enrollment Information   

2017-18 Rio Salado Dual Enrollment Courses 

 

Desert Vista courses that may offer dual enrollment credit for the 2017-18 school year are noted with a ∆ symbol on the course request 
forms students used to register for next year’s courses. Course request forms are available at the following link. Students interested in dual 
enrollment credit will register at the beginning of the school year, however, two courses require placement testing: 
 
Advanced Composition-English 101/102 
 
To register and receive English 101 and 102 credit for Advanced Composition, students must score at least a 5 on the WritePlacer place-
ment test. WritePlacer testing will be offered at DV after school in the Library on the following dates: Wednesday March 29, Wednesday 
April 5, and Wednesday April 26, 2017. Students who registered for Advanced Composition for the 2017-18 school year, can register for 
WritePlacer testing through Sign-Up Genius on the Counseling Calendar starting March 15, 2017, or take the WritePlacer at Rio Salado 
any time prior to the start of school next fall. 
 
Honors Finite Math/Honors Brief Calculus-MAT217 and MAT212 
 
All students currently enrolled in Honors Algebra 3-4 will need to take the College Math Accuplacer test and score at least a 60 to enroll in 
MAT217 and MAT212 for Rio Salado credit in the fall. This test will be offered at the Desert Vista Library on Monday May 22, 2017. 
Students will sign up for a testing time slot with their current math teacher. Students who are unable to test on May 22, can test at Rio 
Salado any time prior to the start of school next fall. 
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Apply now for tuition assistance for next year’s dual enrollment classes. More information is available at this link. 

2017-18 Tuition Assistance Information for Rio Salado  

http://www.tempeunion.org/Page/2131
http://www.tempeunion.org/domain/524
http://counseling.desertvista.schoolfusion.us/modules/groups/integrated_home.phtml?gid=1632812&sessionid=248d1a3fd6af244c3bb8b5744fcd4921&t=4417569322d7b845eb6cfadbd967a7b5
https://www.facebook.com/#!/dvcounseling
http://www.tempeunion.org/domain/516
http://www.tempeunion.org/Page/2301
http://www.riosalado.edu/programs/dual/placementTesting/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.riosalado.edu/programs/dual/placementTesting/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.riosalado.edu/programs/dual/placementTesting/Pages/default.aspx
file:///C:/Users/kfischer/Google%20Drive/Counseling%20Shared%20Docs/Rio%20Salado/2017-18/Tuition%20Assistance.pdf


2017 Desert Vista Summer Academies  

Desert Vista is offering a number of 
courses during the summer of 2017 as a 
part of the TUHSD Community  
Education program.  Offerings at Desert 
Vista this year include Math, Science and 
Engineering, Creating High School Suc-
cess, Arts Academy, Afternoon Practice 

Academy,  Honors English, Reading & 
Writing in the 21st Century, Speech & 
Debate, and Honors Professional Intern-
ship.  Please see the school website for 
information on credit available for some 
of these courses offered.  
 

The registration form as well as addition-
al information is available by clicking on 
the sun below.   
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Go to www.Parchment.com and create an account. Once it starts asking you questions related to your GPA, click on 
the Parchment logo on the top left corner. You don't need to answer those questions to get your transcript: 
 

 
 
 

Type in where you want the transcript sent, and you are set! You can have it sent to an institution like Arizona State University, 
NCAA, or you can choose to send it to yourself, a coach, or an employer via email or mailing address. Have it sent now, or wait 
until your final transcript grades are posted by selecting “Hold for Grades”. 
 
 

 
 

By sending your transcript to yourself, you will have access to your transcript through your Parchment account. This is your un-
official transcript which you can download and look at whenever you want. 

Send Your Transcript Using Parchment 

http://www.parchment.com/


Attendance Guidelines   

Only parents or legal guardians may call the attendance line.  Please call the Attendance Line and choose one of 

three options: 

Option 1 If the student needs to leave campus early and receive an off campus pass, please leave the follow-

ing information: the student’s name and student ID number, spelling the last name clearly; your name 

and relationship to the student; and the time and reason the student will be leaving campus.  It is im-

perative you state that the student is allowed to drive or walk off campus, or who will be picking 

them up. Students are to sign out through the front office before leaving campus. 

Option 2 To report an absence or late arrival for a freshman or sophomore student please leave the following 

information: the student’s name and ID number, spelling the last name clearly; the date(s) and reason 

for the absence; your name and relationship to the student; and a daytime phone number. 

Option 3 To report an absence or late arrival for a junior or senior student please leave the following infor-

mation: the student’s name and ID number, spelling the last name clearly; the date(s) and reason for 

the absence; your name and relationship to the student; and a daytime phone number. 

If you have questions regarding an attendance matter press 0. 

 

*Excessive absences, (11 or more) excused or unexcused, may result in a loss of credit per class, per semester. Eleven ab-

sences in four or more classes may result in the student being withdrawn from school.  

 

Desert Vista has implemented an automated calling system. If your child is marked absent in one or more classes, you 

will receive an automated phone call. If your child was absent, please call the appropriate attendance line option. If 

you think your child was marked absent in error, please have the student check with his/her teacher the following day. 

 

Desert Vista is a closed campus. Do not call to request off campus passes for your children to leave for lunch. Students 

will not be released during their lunch hour unless picked up by parents or legal guardians. Please come in and sign 

the student out. Students are not to be picked up curbside. 

 

Parents going out-of-town and leaving students in the care of a designated adult must provide the attendance office 

with a notarized statement with the caretaker’s name and telephone numbers. 

In our attempt to keep classroom interruptions to a minimum and student learning to a maximum,  instruction time will not 

be interrupted except in emergency situations.  The front office staff will not be able to hold, take or deliver student items.  

However, we do understand that a student may forget some items, therefore a parent/guardian may wait in the front office 

until passing period whereby the front  office staff will page the student. The parent will then be able to hand the items to his 

or her child. 

The Post Office will not forward school or district mail, so if you 

move, you need to provide the Attendance Department with your 

current SRP statement reflecting your new address.  Thank you! 

Change of Address  
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Dress Code  

A dress code at Desert Vista has been 

established to promote a positive 

school environment. We want to pro-

vide the freedom for students to ex-

press themselves within the set of pa-

rameters listed below. 

 Attire or accessories which adver-

tise, display and/or promote any 

drug, alcohol or tobacco, sexual 

activity, violence, disrespect 

and/or bigotry towards any 

group or person are not allowed. 

 Dress, jewelry and other accesso-

ries that present risk to the health, 

safety, and general welfare of the 

students, or which express obsceni-

ties, immodestly expose the chest, 

abdomen, legs or buttocks are 

prohibited. (No BBBB (breasts, 

bellies, backs or butts). Tube tops, 

halter tops or dresses without 

over-the-shoulder straps are not 

acceptable forms of attire. 

 Low cut or see-through shirts, un-

derwear worn as outerwear, tube 

tops, halter tops, tops that are 

low-cut are not permitted to be 

worn at school. 

 Pants must pulled to hip level and 

secured tightly to ensure that un-

dergarments are not exposed and 

that pants are not dragging on the 

ground. 

 Cut-offs, muscle tee’s, spiked jew-

elry and/or wallet chains are ex-

amples of clothing, attire or acces-

sories which are not permitted to 

be worn at school. 

 Shoes must be worn. House slip-

pers or shoes with soles similar are 

deemed unsafe and not school 

appropriate. 

 Sunglasses and hats may not be 

worn in the classroom. 

 Pajamas are prohibited. 

 No bandanas or doo rags are 

allowed at school or school activi-

ties.  

 

On campus, the faculty, staff and ad-

ministration have the responsibility to 

interpret and enforce this policy. The 

administration retains the final discre-

tion to determine that the garment or 

accessory meets the dress code. Dress 

code policies will be displayed on and 

around campus. 

Cell Phone Policy  

In order to meet our goals, we have modified our school cell phone usage policy.  We must 

minimize distractions if we are to maintain academic excellence.  Cell phones will be prohib-

ited during instruction time (unless directed by instructor) and “No Tech Zones”. No Tech 

Zones include all restrooms, PE locker rooms, front office, and library (during instruction 

time).  Phones may be used before school, passing periods, during lunch, and after school on-

ly.  Students caught using their phones during those unauthorized periods and zones will result 

in the phone being confiscated by staff or security personnel.  Phones will be available for par-

ent pickup afterschool.  If students do not follow school policies, they will be considered to be 

insubordinate and appropriate discipline will result.  Students are encouraged not to bring 

iPods, mp3 players, laser pointers, headsets, cameras or video recorders, any game playing de-

vice, or any personal electronic or digital music devices on campus.  Lost or stolen cell phones 

or devices are the responsibility of the student.  Bringing the item to school is at the students’ 

own risk for loss/theft.   Desert Vista is not responsible for stolen or missing equipment 

and it is strongly encouraged that they not be brought to campus. 
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Dress Code 

 policies are 

 displayed  

around our 

campus. 



Got Gym Shorts? 

Nurse Kennedy has an ongoing need for extra sets of gym shorts for 

use by students.  If you have any extras around, please drop them off 

at the Front Office for Nurse Kennedy.   

Notes from Nurse Kennedy... 

The Desert Vista Health Office does 

not provide “stock” acetaminophen 

(Tylenol) or Ibuprofen (Advil or Mo-

trin).  Parents MUST provide the 

Health Office all such over-the-

counter medications for their students’ 

use.   

Desert Vista is a drug-free campus.  

For the safety and health of all of our 

students, all medications, including 

Tylenol and Advil, MUST be kept in 

the School Nurse’s Office.  Students 

are not allowed to carry medications 

with them to school.  Students requir-

ing an over-the-counter pain reliever 

during the school day must have had 

their parent or guardian deliver it to 

the Health Office with a signed per-

mission slip, and the medications must 

be administered by the School Nurse.  

 

The medication is kept in the health 

office until the student graduates, so 

you do not need to provide a new bot-

tle each year. 

 

Parent/Guardian Consent Form 

(download)  

Please print and complete the form 

before delivering it to the School 

Nurse along with the referenced medi-

cation.  Except in specific cases, the 

school nurse will NOT distribute med-

ications during the first or seventh 

periods.  

Medication Guidelines 

Flinn Scholarship Information Sessions  

Join representatives of the Flinn Foundation Scholar-
ship Program L.L.C. and Arizona’s public universities 
at one of these sessions to learn about the exceptional 
options for outstanding high-school students. 
 
Click Here for more information. 
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The health office is in need of pad & tampon donations… Please any 

donation no matter how small or large, is much appreciated. 

Thank you 

Extra Supplies 

Needed... 

http://www.tuhsd.k12.az.us/dvh/nurse/docs/consent_form.pdf
http://www.tuhsd.k12.az.us/dvh/nurse/docs/consent_form.pdf
http://www.flinn.org/flinn-scholars-program-to-hold-statewide-information-sessions-in-march-april/


National Merit Scholarship Finalists   

Please join Desert Vista in congratulating 

our 15 National Merit Finalists.  Way to go!    

Do you want to play sports in a Division I or II school when you graduate?  
Then follow these steps to become eligible for the NCAA: 

 
1. Maintain at least a 2.30 GPA in NCAA’s 16 core classes. Ten of your core classes must be taken before your senior 

year. Go to DV’s website, click on Counseling, and scroll down to the bottom of the page for a NCAA Eligibility 
Worksheet to help you understand which classes will count for the NCAA. 

2. Register for the NCAA at www.EligibilityCenter.org during your Junior Year.  Follow the steps on this website to 
complete your application, and pay the $70 registration fee. 

3. Take the SAT (www.collegeboard.org) or ACT (www.ACTstudent.org) in the spring of your Junior Year, and send 
your scores to the NCAA (NCAA Code: 9999). 

4. At the end of your Junior Year, send your transcript using www.Parchment.com that includes all of your Junior Year 
grades. 

5. Finally, send a second and final transcript at the end of your Senior Year that includes all of your final grades. 
 
See www.EligibilityCenter.org for more details on the NCAA process. For a list of your grades, log into StudentVue and 
look at the Course History. A list of approved Desert Vista classes that will count for NCAA can be found by going to 
https://web1.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/loginAction and entering the CEEB code: 030328.  See your counselor for more 
details.  

NCAA Eligibility/SAT and ACT Information 2017-2018  
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Bobae Johnson  

Matthew Jobe  

Dylan Ketcham  

Jaeyoung Kim  

Neha Parvathala  

Tyler Ruan 

Kendall Schwartz  

Alice Wong 

Kai Yin 

Sang Bo Yoon   

National Merit Scholarship Program   

The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic competition for recognition 

and scholarships that began in 1955. High school students enter the National Merit 

Program by taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 

Test (PSAT/NMSQT®)—a test which serves as an initial screen of approximately 1.6 

million entrants each year—and by meeting published program entry and participation 

requirements.  

 

Mya Carrizosa 

Jocelyn Chen  

Kyle Corrette 

Hannah Fuchs  

Brandon Jiang  

http://www.EligibilityCenter.org
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.ACTstudent.org
http://www.Parchment.com
http://www.EligibilityCenter.org
https://web1.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/loginAction
http://nationalmerit.imodules.com/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=398
http://nationalmerit.imodules.com/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=398
http://nationalmerit.imodules.com/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=398
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Attention all seniors, your final transcripts will be available after June 22, 2017 
through Parchment.  If you have not done so please register and request them at that 
time through parchment.com. The Records office will be closed from July 4th through July 
15th. Transcripts will not be processed during this time. Families may also access a history 
of student grades through parent/vue and student/vue, if they need an unofficial tran-
script.  The Parchment website also offers students college search information as well as an 
assessment of the student transcript in relationship to the colleges they would like to at-
tend.  Students can also see how their chances of admission could differ if they were to 
improve their GPA and/or SAT score.  If you have questions or need assistance please 
contact the help center link at www.parchment.com. 

Parchment Transcript System   

http://parchment.com
http://www.parchment.com/


The Desert Vista Math Academy will run from May 25th through June 30th this year. This is an opportunity for 
your student to take one of several different math classes to try and advance themselves. The options include Al-
gebra 1-2, Honors Geometry or Algebra 3-4. Each of these courses can be taken for advancement or they can be 
taken as a preview to better prepare the student for the upcoming school year. For those of you that have younger 
students, we also offer 6th grade, Pre-Algebra and Linear math  
 

Desert Vista Math Academy 

Fine Arts Department News... 
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The Desert Vista Orchestras have had a 
busy school year.  The Chamber Orches-
tra was one of “five” high schools in the 
nation to perform at the 2016 Midwest 
International Band & Orchestra Clinic in 
Chicago, Illinois this past December 
2016. Dr. Wedington-Clark and her stu-
dents represented Arizona well.  The 
student performers were:  Bobae John-
son, Megan Grieser, Jocelyn Chen, Caro-
line Cowley, Christopher Kim, Jessica 
Westerham, Tyler Ruan, Alexis Kim, 
Kaede Aoki, James Wen, Neha Parvatha-
la, Jeremy Chao, Ryan Grieser, Sean 
Hsu, Iris Cheng, Brian Kim, Ivory Ste-
phenson, Megan Chen, Sangbo Yoon, 
Seth Grieser, Ryan Tong, Jonathan Pak, 
Courtney Lasserre, and Jamie Agnew. 
 
 
The DV Orchestra Program was again 
awarded the William E. Richardson Sr. 
“Program of Distinction Award” for 
2015-16.  The orchestras received Supe-
rior with Distinction Awards at last 
years’ Arizona Festivals.  DV has won 
this for the past four school years and is 
still the ONLY orchestra program to 
receive this honor. 
 
 
The DV Orchestra had the strongest 
string representation in the 2017 North 
Central Region Music Festival.  For the 
past 11 years DV has had the most 
strings in this Festival. This year DV had 
32 in the Region Orchestra and 2 in the 
Region Band.  The students were: Bobae 
Johnson, Megan Grieser, Alexis Kim, 

Caroline Cowley, Tyler Ruan, Christo-
pher Kim, Jocelyn Chen, Kaede Aoki, 
James Wen, Jessica Westerham, Allen 
Pan, Neha Parvathala, Min ha Kim, Min 
Seo Kim, Jeremy Chao, Gabrielle Naka-
da, Alex Min, Megan Chen, Sean Hsu, 
Sabrina Tu, Iris Cheng, Jaeyoung (Brian) 
Kim, Ivory Stephenson, Meiven Yang, 
Sangbo Yoon, Jonathan Pak, Courtney 
Lasserre, Seth Grieser, Ryan Tong, Alex 
Kazepides, and Jamie Agnew. Region 
Band members in orchestra were: Molly 
Branson and Molly Sloan. 
 
 
Dr. Wedington-Clark was to 2017 Or-
chestra Clinician for the Northwest Re-
gion in Prescott, Arizona last month.  
She worked with students from high 
schools in Phoenix to Page, Arizona.  
The standing ovation at the end of the 
concert was the icing on the cake for 
her.  Way to go Dr. Wedington-Clark, 
we are so proud of you.  
 
The DV Orchestras represented DV well 
in the recent Area Concert Festival.  The 
DV Symphonette Orchestra received a 
Superior rating.  The Symphony and 
Chamber Orchestras both received – 
“Superior with Distinction.  Way to go 
Dr. Wedington-Clark and the DV or-
chestras! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The following students will represent 
Desert Vista in the 2017 Arizona All-
State Orchestra April 6 – 8, 2017 at Ari-
zona State University.   Once again, De-
sert Vista has beat our record and has 
the most students in the orchestra.  They 
are:  Bobae Johnson 1st overall and a (4-
year member), Megan Grieser (4-year 
member) Jocelyn Chen (4-year member), 
Caroline Cowley, Christopher Kim, Jes-
sica Westerham, Tyler Ruan, Alexis Kim, 
Kaede Aoki, Sean Hsu (1st overall and 4-
year member), Iris Cheng, Megan Chen, 
Allen Pan, Seth Grieser, Jonathan Pak.   

 
 

Way to go DV! 



Desert Vista English Department Summer Reading  

for the 2017-18 school year 
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Students enrolled in the classes listed are required to read the assigned 
text during the summer and prior to the first day of fall classes. The 
texts are available for checkout at the Desert Vista Library or for pur-
chase online or in bookstores. The English Department website pro-
vides detailed assignment information and supplemental reading 
guides. Please check the English Department webpage after April 1st 
for the most up-to-date information. or click here 
 

 Honors Freshman English: To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee 
(Part I only, chapters 1-11)  

 Honors Sophomore English: Les Miserables, by Victor Hugo (Part I 
Fantine and Part II Cosette only) 

 Honors Junior English: Narrative of the Life of Fredrick Douglass: An 
American Slave, by Frederick Douglass 

 AP Language and Composition (juniors): Narrative of the Life of 
Fredrick Douglass: An American Slave, by Frederick Douglass 

 AP Literature and Composition (seniors): The Iliad, by Homer 
(Lombardo Translation) 

 Humanities (seniors): Ishmael, by Daniel Quinn 

 Advanced Composition (seniors): A nonfiction selection from the 
Writing Mentor list on the English Department homepage 

DV Hosts Second Blood Drive April 12 

Desert Vista’s Key Club will host its second blood drive of the school year on Wednes-
day, April 12, with approximately 150 donors participating. Once again partnering 
with United Blood Services, our Key Club will conduct a blood drive from 7:45 am 
through 12:15 pm in the school’s Small Gymnasium. Anyone 18 years old or older can 
sign up to donate, and students age 16 and 17 are able to sign up with a signed pa-
rental consent form. The Key Club welcomes parents and community members as well 
to participate and give blood at this important event. Look for future events adver-
tised in the school announcements. “Find the hero in you, donate three times a year!” 

http://www.tempeunion.org/Page/2389


Desert Vista Students American Math Competitions and 

State Math Contest Results 
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In February, many of Desert Vista’s students participated in this year’s American Math Competitions and the State Math 
Contest.  The results are in, and DV students did very well with five students qualifying to participate in the American Invi-
tational Mathematics Exam (AIME), which is a qualifying test for the USA Mathematics Olympiad!  Congratulations to 
each of the following top ten Desert Vista math students in the national and state competitions! 
 
 

AMC12 Top Ten Desert Vista Math Students  
Aditya Bollam** (top 5% in nation) 
Jeremy Chao (top 25% in nation) 
Monica Essig Aberg (top 25% in nation) 
Lucas Garnand (top 25% in nation) 
Max Jiam (top 25% in nation) 
Brandon Jiang** (School AMC Winner, top 1% in nation) 
Bobae Johnson (top 25% in nation) 
Dylan Ketcham (top 25% in nation) 
Aksel Laudon (top 25% in nation) 
Caleb Redshaw** (top 5% in nation) 
Sang Bo Yoon (top 25% in nation) 
**American Invitational Mathematics Exam (AIME) qualifier 

 

 

AMC10 Top Ten Desert Vista Math Students  
Angela Chen  (top 25% in nation) 
Christopher Kim  (top 25% in nation) 
Alex Lin**  (top 1% in nation) 
Michael Liu**  (top 2.5% in nation) 
Scott Schlader  (top 25% in nation) 
Mutian Xin  (top 5% in nation) 
Kenneth Wang  (top 25% in nation) 
Bryce Wong  (top 25% in nation) 
Nathan Zhang  (top 25% in nation) 
Richard Zhouren  (top 25% in nation) 
**American Invitational Mathematics Exam (AIME) qualifier 

 
 

State Math Contest Top Ten Desert Vista Math Students  
Aditya Bollam (Top 50 in State - #16) 
Jeremy Chao (Top 50 in State) 
Hannah Fuchs (Top 50 in State) 
Brandon Jiang (Top 50 in State - #3) 
Christopher Kim (Top 50 in State) 
Michael Liu (Top 50 in State - #20) 
Alexandre Mignolet  
Jared Ostendorp  
Elias Youssfi (Top 50 in State) 
Nathan Zhang (Top 50 in State) 
 

Please congratulate these students, and all the DV students who participated, on a job well done! 
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Varsity Baseball 
 

2/17   H  Scrim. Brophy (3:15p) 

2/24, 25  DV Tourney  

2/28  @   Dobson (3:45p) 

3/2     H   Pinnacle (3:45p) 

3/4          DV Tourney 

3/8    @   Brophy (6p) 

3/10   H    Cibola (4p) 

3/11-16    Spring Break  

                Tourney  

3/21   H    Hamilton (4p) 

3/22   H    Sandra Day (4p) 

3/28   H    Horizon (4p) 

3/30   @  Gilbert (4p) 

3/31   H    Gilbert (4p)   

4/3    @    Corona @ Chase   

                Field (3p) 

4/4     H    Highland (4p) 

4/6     @   Highland (4p) 

4/11   H    Corona (4p) 

4/12   @   Valley Vista (4p) 

4/13   @   Desert Ridge (4p)4/18   H    

Desert Ridge (4p) 

4/20   @   Mtn. Pointe (4p) 

JV Baseball  
 

2/28   H    Dobson (3:45) 

3/2    @    Pinnacle (3:45) 

3/8     H    Brophy (4p) 

3/10   H    Cibola (4p) 

3/21  @    Hamilton (4p) 

3/22  @    Sandra Day (4p) 

3/28  @    Horizon (4p) 

3/30   H    Gilbert (4p) 

3/31   @   Gilbert (4p) 

4/4     @   Highland (4p) 

4/6     H    Highland (4p) 

4/7     H    Corona (4p) 

4/11   @   Corona (3:45p) 

4/12   H    Valley Vista (4p) 

4/13   H    Desert Ridge (4p) 

4/18   @   Desert Ridge (4p) 

4/20   H    Mtn. Pointe (4p) 

4/21  @    Mtn. Pointe (4p) 

Freshmen Baseball 
 

3/2    @    Pinnacle (3:45) 

3/3     @   Corona (3:45 

3/8     H    Brophy (4p) 

3/16  @   Hamilton (3:45p) 

3/21  @    Hamilton (4p) 

3/22  @    Sandra Day (4p) 

3/28  @    Horizon (4p) 

3/30   H    Gilbert (4p) 

3/31   @   Gilbert (4p) 

4/4     @   Highland (4p) 

4/6     H    Highland (4p) 

4/7     @   Corona (3:45p) 

4/11   @   Corona (3:45p) 

4/12   H    Valley Vista (4p) 

4/13   H    Desert Ridge 

(4p) 

4/18   @   Desert Ridge 

(4p) 

4/20   H    Mtn. Pointe (4p) 

4/21  @    Mtn. Pointe (4p) 

Varsity Softball 
 

2/23-24  Dorado Classic Inv 

2/28   H  Dobson (3:45p) 

3/1    @  Sandra Day (3:45p) 

3/3     H  Xavier (3:45p) 

3/14-18  Desert Mountain Invite 

3/21  @  Hamilton  (3:45p) 

3/23  @  Pinnacle (3:45p) 

3/28  @  Horizon (3:45p) 

3/30   H  Gilbert (4p) 

3/31  @  Gilbert (4p) 

4/1    @  Cibola (4p) 

4/4    @  Highland (4p) 

4/6     H   Highland (3:45p) 

4/7     H   Corona (3:45p) 

4/10   H   Valley Vista (3:45p) 

4/11  @   Corona (3:45p) 

4/13   H   Desert Ridge (3:45p) 

4/18  @   Desert Ridge (6p) 

4/20   H   Mtn. Pointe (3:45p) 

4/21  @  Mtn. Pointe (3:45p) 

JV Softball 
  

2/24  H    Pinnacle (3:45p)  

TBD @   Dobson (3:45p) 

3/1    H    Sandra Day (3:45p) 

3/3    @   Xavier (5:45p) 

3/14  @   Valley Vista (3:45p) 

3/21  H    Hamilton  (3:45p) 

3/28  H    Horizon (3:45p) 

3/30  @   Gilbert (4p) 

3/31  H   Gilbert (4p) 

4/1    @  Cibola (4p) 

4/4     H   Highland (3:45p) 

4/6     @  Highland (3:45p) 

4/7     @  Corona (3:45p) 

4/11   H   Corona (3:45p) 

4/13   @  Desert Ridge  (4p) 

4/18   H   Desert Ridge (3:45p) 

4/20   @ Mtn. Pointe (3:45p) 

4/21   H  Mtn. Pointe (3:45p) 

Frosh Softball 
   

TBD @   Dobson (3:45p) 

3/1    H    Sandra Day (3:45p) 

3/3    @  Xavier (3:45p) 

3/14  @   Valley Vista (3:45p) 

3/16  H   Corona  (3:45p) ?/ 

3/21  H   Hamilton  (3:45p) 

3/28  H  Horizon (3:45p)-JVB 

3/30  @  Gilbert (4p) 

3/31   H  Gilbert (4p) 

4/4    H   Highland (3:45p) 

4/6    @  Highland (3:45p) 

4/7    @  Corona (3:45p) 

4/11  H   Corona (3:45p) 

4/13  @  Desert Ridge  (4p) 

4/18  H   Desert Ridge (3:45p) 

4/20  @  Mtn. Pointe (3:45p) 

4/21   H  Mtn. Pointe (3:45p) 

Varsity/JV/F Track    
 

2/25      @ South Mtn. Classic (V) 8AM 

3/1        H  Pinnacle (F/JV/V) 3:45PM 

3/3        @  Aztec Corona del Sol Invite (V) 

2PM 

3/14       H  Mtn. Pointe (F/JV) 3:45PM 

3/16      @  Brophy HDO Invite @ Xavier 

(F/JV/V) 1P 

3/24-25 @  Chandler Rotary (V) PM/AM 

3/29      H Basha (F/JV/V) 3:45P 

4/1        H BM Invite (F/JV/V) 8AM 

4/4        @  Perry (F/JV/V)  3:30PM  

4/6,8     @ ASU Sun Angel (V) 9AM 

4/7-8     @ Arcadia Invite CA  (V) 4PM 

4/13      @ Hohokam Inv @ Westwood)(V-

5PM) 

4/18,20  H Tempe City Meet (F/JV/V) 4PM 

4/26       H  Last Chance Meet (V) 4PM 

5/3,6 STATE-PRE& Finals @ MCC (V)5 PM 

Boys Volleyball 

3:30/4:30/5:30 PM (HOME) 
 

 

2/22 H    Scrimmages (V) 

2/28 H    Perry (JVB/JV/V) 

3/1 @   Catcus (JV/V) 

3/2 H    Higley (F/JV/V) 

3/3-4 @   Wolf Howl Invite (V) 

3/14 @   Boulder Creek (F/JV/V) 

3/15 @   Peoria (JV/V) 

3/17-18 @   Beach City Invite CA (V) 

3/21 H    Mesa (JV/V) 

3/23 @   Brophy (JVB/JV/V) 

3/28 H    Hamilton (F/JV/V) 

3/30 H    Mtn. Pointe (JV/V) 

3/31-4/1 @   Brophy Invite (V) 

4/4 H    Gilbert (JV/V) 

4/6 @   Highland (F/JV/V) 

4/11 @   Desert Ridge (JV/V) 

4/13 H    Corona (JVB/JV/V) 

4/18 @   Mtn. Pointe (JV/V) 

4/19 @   Gilbert (JV/V) 

4/25 H    Highland (F/JV/V) 

4/27 H    Desert Ridge  (JV/V) 

5/1 @   Corona del Sol (JVB/JV/V) 

Girls V/JV Tennis 

3:30 PM 
 

2/22   H   Mountain Ridge 

3/1     @  Dobson 

3/2     @  Queen Creek 

3/14   @   Independence 

3/16   H   Sandra Day O’Connor 

3/20   H    Chandler 

3/21   H    Verrado 

3/23   @    Desert Mountain 

3/28   H    Xavier Prep 

4/4     @   Gilbert 

4/5     @    Mesa 

4/6      H   Mtn. Pointe 

4/11    @   Westwood 

4/13    H   Corona  

Boys Varsity/JV Tennis 

3:30 PM 
 

2/22   @   Mountain Ridge 

3/1     H   Dobson 

3/2     H   Queen Creek 

3/14   H    Independence 

3/16   @   Sandra Day O’Connor 

3/20   @    Chandler 

3/21   @    Verrado 

3/23    H    Desert Mountain 

3/28   @    Brophy Prep  

3/30   H     Mesa 

Girls Sand Volleyball 

4:00 PM 
 

3/13    @    Notre Dame Prep 

3/15    H    Xavier Prep 

3/20    H    Queen Creek 

3/24    @   Boulder Creek 

3/29    @   Corona del Sol 

3/31    H    Mountain Pointe 

4/3      H    Deer Valley 

4/5     @    Arcadia 

4/10    H    Sandra Day O’connor 

4/12    H    Chaparral 

Updated 3/1/2017 

*Schedules subject to change w/out notice.  



This year’s Prom will be held from 8:30 pm to 1130 pm on Saturday, April 22nd.  The theme is “Happily Ever After”, 

the location will be the Ashley Castle  Tickets will be available in the DV Bookstore beginning on March 27th.   

Guest passes are available on the home page of our website. They need to be completed prior to purchase. 
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Date:  

Saturday April 22nd, 2017  
 
Location:  
The Ashley Castle 
1300 S. Price Road Chandler, AZ 
85286 

Formal attire and MUST HAVE 
DVHS STUDENT  I.D.   

Time: 8:30– 11:30 pm. 

 

 

 

Ticket cost:  

 March 27th- 31st: 
 $70/ Couple or $40 Single 
ticket 

 April 3rd- 7th: 
 $80/ Couple or $45 Single 
ticket 

 April 10th-14th: 
 $90/ Couple or $50 Single 
ticket 

 April 17th- 21st: 
 $100/ Couple or $55 Single 
ticket 

 At the door on April 

22nd (prom night): 
 $110/ Couple or $60 Single 

Prom 2017 — Happily Ever After     

 

Black engraved tiles with your messages are installed 

on the steps outside in the office in the courtyard. 

This is a great way to leave your mark on Desert 

Vista.  Include information on your time at DV, your 

accomplishments, or a special message for future 

students.  The price is $95 for two lines of text, up to 

13 characters per line.  Hurry and place your order 

now!  

For questions contact Eric Wolfbrandt at 480-650-

3197, or email at ewolfbrandt@cox.net. 

Leave your Mark on Desert Vista  

mailto:ewolfbrandt@cox.net


Grad Night 2017 
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Go to http://www.dvgradnight.com/register.html  to register and 

pay online OR Nancy Kapler has registration forms in the front office. 

Volunteers will also be on campus every Tues & Thurs at both lunches 

to take payments cash/credit card/ check. 

Graduation is nearly here! It’s an opportunity for SENIORS to spend 

one more night with their classmates and friends. 

What does it cost to attend? Tickets are now $100 per person. Starting 

May 1st the price goes up to $110.00.   

How can you help? Put the following dates in your calendar: 

1.    Patty P. Photography Photo Shoot- Wed, April 12th, 1-6pm at 

DV Park, across from the LDS Church. Seniors can wear their Cap & 

Gown and their college shirts under their gowns & take photos w 

friends and family. The costs are as follows: $25 for INDIVIDUAL Cap 

& Gown photos (you will receive 3 digital files) $10 per person for each 

GROUP PHOTO that you are in.  These are images taken with YOUR 

FRIENDS.   

 

2.    Goodwill Fundraiser - Saturday, April 22nd, 8-11am, DV Parking 

Lot.  

http://www.ultrastarakchin.com/
http://www.dvgradnight.com/register.html
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Get To Know Your Athletic Trainers 

 

 

Steve Baca AT and Lexi King AT work to provide health care to Desert Vista’s 1,500 plus student athlete population. 

Mr. Baca is a Northern Arizona University graduate and has worked at Desert Vista for 5 years. Mrs. King studied Athletic 

Training at the College of Brockport in New York and has served students at DVHS for 

2 years. 

How Do Athletic Trainers Help Your Students? 

 

 

- They help prevent, diagnose, treat, and rehabilitate injuries 

o Muscle Strains, Spasms and Tears (Rotator Cuff, Hamstrings, etc.) 

o Ligament Sprains and Tears (i.e. AC joints, ACL, ankle sprains, etc.) 

o Tendonitis (i.e. Jumpers knee, tennis and golfer’s elbow, etc.) 

o Meniscal tears, cartilage injuries, IT band syndrome, bursitis, shin 

splints, Etc. 

o Rehabilitation 

§ Functional Strength and Conditioning 

§ Joint Mobilization 

§ PNF Stretching 

§ Traction 

§ Sports Massage  

§ Ultrasound 

§ Electrical Stimulation 

 

- They prevent, evaluate, provide immediate care, emergency care, and diagnose illnesses 

o Heat illness, heat stroke, heat syncope, heat exhaustion 

o Diabetic and allergic reaction emergencies  

o Ears, eyes, nose, and throat illnesses 

o Concussion diagnosis 

o Wound care 

o First Aid/ CPR 

 

 They coordinate care with physicians and other allied health care professionals  

Pictured Left to Right: Steve Baca AT; Lexi King AT 



Business Department News... 
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Morgan Higginbotham is a sophomore at Desert Vista and has 

a love for business.  He has completed three business classes at 

DV and is currently in his fourth class – Entrepreneurship. 

Morgan is a three time competitor on the school’s Junior 

Achievement team.  He has competed in both the Stock Mar-

ket Challenge and the You’re Hired events.  His time away 

from school is spent in the development of a candy business.  

He’s hoping for his company to take-off in the next year.  In an 

effort to further expand his business background Morgan ap-

plied for and was accepted into National Student Leadership 

Conference.  He will spend this summer at Yale advancing his 

business experience. Mr. O’Keefe one of his business teachers 

has this to say, “Morgan believes in hard work and has confi-

dence in his effort” 

At the beginning of junior year, I knew I wanted to be more involved in my school, but 

I didn’t know where to start. Desert Vista offers a huge selection of clubs and sports, 

and I hadn’t found anything that really interested me. By mid-August, posters had start-

ed popping up around school, promoting different clubs, and I finally found one that 

intrigued me; Mock Trial. I knew some people that were in mock trial, and we had 

talked about it before, but I had never thought of it too deeply before then. So, out of 

curiosity, I decided to go to the first meeting, just to check it out.  

 

Fast forward six months later, the team was competing at Xavier, the first tournament 

of the season. We had worked so hard to get to where we were, and competition is 

where you truly get to see all of your team’s hard work come together. Mock Trial isn’t 

just a club based around your knowledge of the justice system, it’s a club that tests your 

ability to think on your feet, because a real courtroom is fast paced and you never know 

what your opponent might spring on you.  

 

Mock Trial certainly isn’t for everyone. It’s a hefty amount of work, and the practices 

can be grueling, but the end result is worth it. The end result is what you and your 

teammates work for all year, and you anticipate competition from the beginning of the 

season. Whether it be developing your cases, to growing as people and learning from 

your mistakes, you do everything as a team, and those things are what create memories 

that you’ll remember years later. From practices, mini-meetings between rounds at a 

competition, or even the bus rides home, being a part of a group as close knit as Mock 

Trial, the things you go through with your team, whether it be good or bad, makes you 

a better, more well-rounded person. Being a person who can handle any challenge that 

may be hurled at them can help you in all aspects of your life, whether it be in a job 

setting, or even, a courtroom.  

Featured  Business Student  

Morgan Higginbotham 

Alia in her first year  

as a mock trial attorney  

was our Outstanding Performer 

Mock Trial by Alia Alvarez 



Desert Vista Early Learning 
Center will be accepting new 
registration for the 2017-2018 
school year begin-
ning February 1, 2017.  

Our program is available to all 
children ages 2.5-5. We offer 
affordable, licensed, quality 
care. Our "Thunder Tykes" 
are provided a structured en-
vironment with meaningful 
opportunities to acquire 
knowledge in all areas key to 
their development. We enrich 
our program with embedded 
opportunities like basic sign 
language, Spanish lessons, 

Kindergarten prep for our 
pre-k children, and safety 
education taught by our on 
campus school resource of-
ficer. Other educational and 
fun opportunities include bi-
weekly field trips to our on 
campus library, Desert Vista 
assemblies, and monthly yoga 
lessons.   

 

If you have any questions, 
please contact  

Jody Cadwell at  

jcadwell@tempeunion.org  

or call 480-706-7937.  

Desert Vista Preschool is Now Enrolling  
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Desert Vista Dance Company   

Come out and support the Three-time State Championship Desert 
Vista Dance Company as they present their Spring Show on April 27th 
and 28th at 7:00pm in the Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium.  The show is 
called "Throwback" and it will feature live and recorded music from 
the 80's, 90's and early 2000's.  Tickets will be on sale in the bookstore 
beginning Friday, April 21st. Tickets are $5 for students and $7 for 
adults.  Children ages 5 and under are free.  DVHS Faculty and Staff 
are also free.   

Pest Control Schedule  

Desert Vista has regularly scheduled PEST CONTROL services on the fourth  Monday 

of each month at 6 a.m.  Please note this date on your calendar if your student(s) have 

sensitivity to the chemicals.   

mailto:jcadwell@tempeunion.org
tel:480-706-7937


ducted per individual tax return, 
or  couples filing a joint return 
may deduct a maximum of 
$400. You must have a receipt 
from your school to submit with 
your taxes.  
 
You may visit the Desert Vista 
Bookstore where a receipt will 
be provided, or you may visit the 
TUHS District Web Site 
(http://www.tuhsd.k12.az.us/Dist

State law allows Arizonans to 
contribute up to $400 to public 
schools for extra curricular activi-
ties, and then deduct that amount 
directly from their state income 
taxes through a tax credit.   
Contributions must be post-
marked by December 31 of the 
year to which you want to apply 
your tax credit.  Individuals and 
couples filing jointly may take 
advantage of this tax credit. A 
maximum of $200 can be de-

rict_office/taxform.htm) to print a 
copy of the form.  Or mail the 
form below, along with your check, 
to the Desert Vista Bookstore and 
a receipt will be mailed to you. 

MY CHOICE IS EDUCATION!  YES!  Distribute the enclosed donation of 

$_______________  to Desert Vista High School.  Please fill out all items.  This information will 

be supplied to the Arizona Department of  Revenue.   

A receipt will be mailed to the recipient for tax filing purposes.  Include current information. 

 

Full Name: ___________________________________  Home Phone________________  

 

Address:     ___________________________________  Work Phone ________________  

 

City: ____________________,   AZ     ZIP ___________            

 

Areas to Receive Funds_______________________________________________        

 

CLICK HERE to go to the TUHSD Tax Credit Deposit Form.   

 

Attn:  Bookstore Manager, Desert Vista High School, 16440 S. 32nd St., Phoenix, AZ 85048      

(480) 706-7935 

Support Your School Through Tax Credits!   
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http://www.tempeunion.org/cms/lib8/AZ01901094/Centricity/Domain/72/taxcredit2015_brochure.pdf
http://www.tempeunion.org/cms/lib8/AZ01901094/Centricity/Domain/72/taxcredit2015_brochure.pdf
http://www.tuhsdpayonline.org/Desert-Vista-C174.aspx
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Come Help Support DVHS Football!   
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DVHS Football Pancake Breakfast & Football Gear Garage Sale 

When: Saturday, May 6th from 8:00-10:00 AM 

 

Where: Desert Vista Football Stadium  

 

What: Come stock up gently used player gear to kick off the spring/summer season at huge discounts & Enjoy a FREE pancake 

breakfast cooked and served by DVHS Football Coaches and Boosters (any donations to benefit ASU Prep Academy) 

 

Who: Open to Community – Outgoing, Incoming and Youth Players are all welcome  

 

Collection: Takes place at DV – April 24- May 4th at end of spring football practice and at the May 4th kick-off meeting 

 

What: Gently used (or new) player gear, cleats, pads, helmets, etc. to be resold and used as a fundraiser towards DVHS Football 
Boosters (501C3 charitable organization). Any remaining items will be then donated to ASU Prep Academy football program 
which is in Downtown Phoenix and is just 3 years old.  
 
 

Please contact Valerie Myers with any questions at 480-204-4408 or email valmyers04@gmail.com 

CHASE WHITE HEARTS OF THUNDER 

mailto:valmyers04@gmail.com


Graphic Design and Digital Animation   
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“Geeks Night Out”—Hosted by the City of  Tempe 

Coloring with Toddlers 

The City of Tempe hosted an event 

called 'Geeks Night Out'.  The com-

munity was invited to come and expe-

rience many ways that creativity and 

technology impact their everyday life.  

This year, students showcased their 

products in Graphic Design and Digi-

tal Animation and even an early ani-

mation device shared from the stu-

dents at Tempe High. 

 

It was a great event!  

 

Come and join us next year!  

Pictured from left to right 

Mrs. Nikki Rogers, Kaavya 

Veluri, Trevor Nguyen 

Preschool children like to color, and how can you 
make that any better?  How about if the children 
had custom made coloring books by the high school 
students?   

The Desert Vista Graphic Design and Animation 
students created coloring books and activity books 
with 3-dimensional digital designs.  Then, the high 
school students took their finished books to the 
younger students to test their designs. It was a great 
time for everyone.  

The little kids like mainstream stuff, they loved to 
color the animals, disney, frozen, the guys liked bat-
man, bright colors, lots of ducks, and they also like 
when you read stories to them.  

Come and join us!  The playtime was great and we 

will be doing this again next year!  


